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James Logan’s 1720s Ledger

“Account of Negroes....

1o Cash paid for a Negroe boy Jack & a Negroe girle Arimina

1o Accofun]t Of Rock for Annibal Mingoe Diana & Ben

1o Sam/[uel] Preston for ye Duty of Jack & Arminia

1o Cash paid Jos[eph] Jones of Carolina for Jack or John at Plantation
1o Bro[ther] Read for Duty of said Negroe”






March 25, 1757

“One of the Overseers inform’d the Meeting that a Negro Slave hath been lately pur-
chas’d by William Logan...”

Philadelphia Monthly Meeting Records (1757-1762); Haverford College Library.



Letter from William Logan to daughter Sally Logan

“Tell Dinah to be sure not to let them [the white peacock and

common pea hen] get out or they will go away —”

Logan Collection #383, Box 6, Folder 5, William Logan Corre-
spondence, 1733-1761



Prior to 1755, the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting
stipulated that Friends who imported or put-
chased imported enslaved Africans should be

admonished.

From 17551776, the Quakers worked at freeing
slaves and became the first Western organization
to ban slaveholding. So when William and Han-
nah Logan purchased Dinah’s husband in 1757,
the Overseers of the Monthly Meeting appoint-
ed William Brown and Daniel Stanton to investi-

gate the Logan’s purchase of Dinah’s husband.






June 24, 1757
Explanation of Purchase

Interesting that the names of the enslaved are not

recorded here.

Dinah’s husband was sold out of the Emlen family
when George Emlen died. His purchaser wanted to
sell him again due to his ill health. He begged Wil-
liam and Hannah Logan to buy him so he could be
with Dinah.

Dinah’s husband refused the offer of freedom be-
cause his poor health prevented his earning a viable

living. *“...he chose to live in his present Situation
with his Wife.”

The Logans were neither disowned nor partially dis-
owned by the Meeting because their purchase was

in its own way a humanitarian act.



“And I do hereby give further unto my
said Wife [Hannah Emlen Logan/ as her
own property the negroe Woman Dinah
and her Grand Child Cyrus, having al-
ready set her Daughter Bess free and
desire they may not be dunned or valued
as part of my Estate my said Wife’s Fa-
ther George Emlen deceas’d having given
Dinah to her in his Life time.”

William Logan, Will, 1772.



“Release from Bondage,” Dinah’s Manumission, April 15, 1776
Haverford College Library, Quaker Collection



Cyrus’ manumission December 14, 1776

Note that it is a pre-printed form.




As Executor to William Lo-
gan’s estate, his son-in-law,
Thomas Fisher, recorded in
August, 1777, “Negro Dinah
was paid her wage in full --
£12.7



Letter from Deborah Norris Logan to her Mother, Mary Parker Notrris — October 21, 1789

“... and I rely on Dinah’s attention to Gustavus, please to remember me to the good old

Woman —”’

Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #1, 1780— 1794



Letter from Deborah Norris Logan to her Mother, Mary Parker Norris — October 21, 1789

“Charles has a great many slaves and I believe he is a kind master to them.— I do not think I should ever get so

accustomed to them as to live without perpetual regret in a country where slavery has become so necessary to

all ranks of people as it is here.”
Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #1, 1780— 1794



Excerpt from Deborah Logan to her Mother, Mary Parker Notrris - September 27, 1793
“..but poor Dinah scalded her foot yesterday.”
Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #1, 1780— 1794



Letter from Deborah Logan to her Mother, Mary Parker Notrris - December 27, 1795

“..0ld Dinah presents her duty, and accept that &”
Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #2,1795 - 1799



Letter from Deborah Norris Logan to her Mother, Mary Parker Norris—September 30, 1796
“I hope good old Dinah will take cloaths enough for herself & him [Algernon], I gave her

repeated changes.”

Logan Collection #383, Box 6, Folder 10, Deborah Logan outgoing corresp., 1777-1797



Letter from Deborah Norris Logan to her Mother, Mary Parker Norris —August 16, 1799?
“I accordingly put on a morning gown & went down attended by Dinah ”

Logan Collection #383, Box 6, Folder 6, Deborah Logan outgoing corresp., 1777-1797



Letter from Deborah Norris Logan to her sons - February 1st, 187

“We often talk of you my dear boy’s and wish for your company. Old Dinah remembers
you with great affection”

Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #3, 1800-1808



Letter from Deborah Norris Logan to her son Albanus Logan -- December 4, 1800
“Old Dinah beg’s thefe] not to forget her love.”
Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #3, 1800-1808



Letter from George Logan to Deborah Logan — Thursday

“l sent Maria some cotton seed which you say nothing about— I now send some for
Dinah which desire her to plant —”

Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, George (Dr.), 1800-1808



Letter from Deborah Logan to her son, Albanus — February 3rd, 1803

“Poor James Crofs was buried yesterday, he was an affectionate old Servant. Our Dinah

mourn’s after him, but the good old woman is pretty well in her health.”

Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #3, 1800-1808



The first written version of the “Saving Stenton” story appeared in Debo-
rah Norris Logan’s 1821-22 manuscript sketch of Dr. George Logan.
DNL refered to Dinah as “an old domestic” and an “old woman.” She did

not use a name. 18th, 6th mo., 1822. Loudoun Papers, HSP.



“l had a little nest full [of robins]
myself, hatched out in the tree which
overshadows good old Dinah’s

grave and kept Becky |a cat] in with

sedulous care while the little ones

were learning to fly.”

Deborah Logan to Sarah Miller Walker, 1827
Loudoun Papers, HSP



“It [Stenton] was used for a short
time by General Howe, and at one
time was preserved from intended
conflagration by the British, by the
adroit management of the house-

keeper then there, in charge of 12.”

John Fanning Watson, Annals of Philadelphia, Vol. 11,
1844



Annals of Philadelphia, Vol. 11, 1844 [& 1850]



bhad been the theatre of war. Sir William Howe, when he
beld Philadelphia, gave orders to destroy the country seats
and other places of obnoxious persons, in its vicinity. In
consequence of this, on Saturday, the 22d of November, 1777,
the house at Fair Hill and sixteen others, including that at
Somerville, then the residence of Charles Thomson, Secretary
of Congress, were burned. By orders of Col. Twistleton, two

dragoons came to fire Stenton, telling the negro woman ser-
vant there, what they intended to do, and that she could

remove her bedding and clothing while they were gone to
the barn for straw. An officer, with his command, happen-
ing to come up at this time, inquired of the woman if any
descrters had been about the place. With the quick ap-
prehension that so often marks the well-trained negro ser-
vant, and the fidelity, too, quite as characteristic of them,
she told him that at that very moment, two were in the barn.
The supposed deserters were at once secured, and notwith-
standing their protestation, were carried away as prisoners,
The burning of so many buildings naturally excited much
remark, and no doubt led to a reconsideration of the orders,
which were revoked, and 80 Stenton was saved. In the
movements of the contending armies around Philadelphia,
the house was alternately used as head-quarters by Sir
William Howe and by General Washington.

Townsend Ward, GERMANTOWN ROAD AND ITS AS-
SOCIATIONS. 1: PART SECOND. Townsend, Ward The
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography (1877-
19006); 1881; 5, 2; American Periodicals pg. 121.



This Hotchkin version of Dinah’s story includes some dialog by the British

Officer and draws emphasis to the notion that Dinah saved not only the house
but its contents including “important manuscripts.” Some of the Colonial Re-
vival language noting that Dinah is “faithful” and “colored” appears here. Di-

nah’s burial place is un-specifically described as “the garden at Stenton.”



In 1907, Keyser used the language of the times, the wording that would find its way onto
the 1912 bronze memorial. His version of the story is told in dialog with quotes.



Independent Gazette Nov 4, 1910 Campbell Collection, Vol 19, HSP



December 6, 1912, an article in The Germantown Independent Gazette

reported that the Memorial was ready to be set up.



1934



Advertisement for THE HOME Insurance Company, 1952

Stenton Pamphlet Box, Germantown Historical Society Library.



1979



Dinah’s story as re-told by Sarah A. G. Smith, NSCDA /PA,
1982.



The granite base was removed from the site as part of the current renovations at

the Stenton Park Rec Center between November, 2017 and February, 2018



Mural on YWCA in Germantown. Artists David McShane and Carla Forte used
a photograph of Irma for Dinah’s likeness. HOW DO WE VISUALIZE A
WOMAN WHOSE LIKENESS WE DO NOT KNOW?



Storyteller, Irma Gardner Hammond, Dinah Interpreter in Residence
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